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^'^'i^^. SOME CURIOUS 

REFLECTIONS 



O N T H E 

Prefent State of Religion. 

HAVING lately brought the Parfon of our parifli^ 
who is a good fort of an inofienftve man in his way, 
^^ home to dine with me; the cloth being removed^ 

Ji;) and a chearful glafs going round, to promote digeftion; out 
converfatioii, after huzzing over various fubieSsi at lengthy 
by fome unforefeen accident, turn'd upon Religion : when the 

^ Parfon, having lighted his pipe, began to enlafge upon the 

^ little regard paid to it, and its minifters, in thefe days. 

^ I can very eafily forefee, feid he, giving his head two of 
three very melancholy and heavy (hakes, that the time is at 
hand, when we Ihall not have eveh the leaf): fhew of Reli^ 
gion remaining among us : For when the laity put their 
heads together to rob, and commit all forts of injuftice up- 
on, nay, I may fay, to ftarve, the upholders of it; where 
is there the leaft room to doubt of its fate? And this I my-- 
(elf know to be but too true, from fad experience. For 
altho* my predeceflbr had good 5ioo/. perartnum^ as well 
paid him as aiiy tythes in England; yet his pafifhioners^ 
who retairi'd fome remains of primitive piety, confidering 
what a little way that would go to fupport his family, buy 
ufeful and godly books, and decent cloathiile ; us'd annu- 
:^Ily to fend him in provifions, ill fuch quantities, as ferv'd 
not only his family, but alfo generally produced a fum of 
near twenty pounds yearly^ by fending the fuperfluities to 
market : And this his widow has told me an hundred timesi 
Over. 

But alas ! Sir ! thofe good time^, thofe days of plenty 
and piety, are now no more : For, wou'd you think it, my 
people begin to grumble, not a little, at paying me my bare 
tythe; and unlels I preach a fermon, for the purpofe, againft 
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the horrid fin of covetoufnefs, or the like, I feldom fee a 
fat pig or fowl come within my doors. Bu^ continued he, 
I am, in fome fort, even with them ; for I' proportion the 
goodnefs of my fermons to their deferts ; and am refolved 
to continue this praftice till they become deferving of bet- 
ter J unlefs I once a year, or fo, compliment 'fiquire Modefy 
with one j which, however, to fay the truth, requires but 
very little reading to compofe. For he has frequently de- 
clared to me his great antipathy to five different forts of difr 
courfes ; viz. i. Such as declaim againft certain vices ; be- 
caufe the world is j as yet, divided in its opinions on what 
particular inclination or action to ftamp thetiame of virtue, 
or vice. So that, until that matter be fairly decided, he 
thinks it wou'd be dangerous to handle fuch fubje£ts in a 
pulpit; left the preacher fliou'd be found to be labouring to 
depreciate, perhaps, fome of the moft amiable virtues, 
while he imagined that he was acting againft vice. 2. Such 
as treat of myfteries in Religion, about which he fliould 
concern himfelf but little j if the preacher did not fre-* 
quently pretend to more penetration than all his hearers, 
and feem'd as if he thought them all a pack of dolts, and 
blockheads, or elfe ftrove to make them fo ; therefore not 
to be endured. 3. Thofe that contain quotations from the 
Scripture; for thefe are pedantick. 4. Long ones; for 
many reafons : But, chiefly^ becaufe they generally incline 
people to fleep, in a cold uncomfortable pue ; who thereby 
become Jiable to catch dangerous colds : For which reafon, 
he terms thefe deadly difcourfes. 5. Thofe that threaten 
certain frightful punifhments in fome other world ; for very 
good reafons, which he did not chufe to mention. 

Nay, but parfon, reply'd I, I cannot help obferving to 
you, that your method is very far from being right. You 
ought rather, by laboured and pathetick difcourfes, to fet 
your people's errors before their eyes ; and rouze them to 
their duty towards God, as well as man. But it may be, 
that indolence, or fome what elfe, will not permit you to 
difplay your talents and learning as vigoroufly as the occa- 
fion requires. 

Why, really, fince I muft fay it, returned he, it is fo long 
fince I concerned myfelf in writing, having,, for feme years 
paft, given up my flock to their own reprobate hearts; that 
I believe I fhou'd, at this period of time, find fome diffi- 
culty to perfuade myfelf to enter on fuch a taflc. Befides, 
I am convinced, it wou'd be juft fo much lofs ©f time 
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and labour; both which I can employ to more advantage, 
and with better fuccefs, in managing my domeftick affairs. 

Oh ! if that be all, faid I, I fliall foon remove your chief 
objections, without any prejudice to your more immediate 
.concerns. 

What wou*d you think, if I fhou'd procure others, to 
undergo the drudgery of ftudying and writing for you. I 
have got two volumes of difcourfes in the houfe, which you 
may have home with you ; and I can tell you, that they 
bring with them two advantages in your favour, which you 
can very rarely meet with in one work. For, i. They 
muft certainly have been wrote by a pious good man, with 

great ftrength of undcrftanding, learning, and clearnefe of 
lie : And, 2. They are in the hands of very few, I be- 
lieve, as yet. So that you need make no fcruple to borrow 
an entire fermon from them, without any danger of your 
being call'd to an account for it. Their titles are, Dif- 
courfes^ controverfial and praSikal^ on various fubjeSiSy proper 
for the conjideratim of the prefent times. By the author of 
Deifm Revealed, May I ever be ftil'd plain parfon Pliant, 
f:iid he, if thofe be not the very books which I heard fo 

fadly maul'd, the iaft Sunday I din'd with the Yquire. . 

Oh! Sir, you'll excufe me, I cou'd not. — ^Why, faid I, I 
thought the Yquirc never read fuch books. But, pr*y'thee, 
be fo good ,as to inform me what was objected to the 
work ? 

It is true, returned he, that the 'iquirfe feldom or never 
buys the entire works of any author ; for that, he fays, is 
unneceilary; when he can not only have a fair judgment 
pafs'd on the feveral periodical works, but alfo their befi: 
thoughts, arguments,^ ^c. handfbmely abridg'd, in the 
Magazines, or Monthly Review, It was out of one of the 
latter, for lafl January, that he read t6 us the criticifm upon 
the book you mention'd j which took the author, and his 
work, all to pieces ; and that, too, with yafl eafe, and in 
a few words. For the reviewers firft fat out by affirming, 
that the author was a ranter : and then brought in all their 
arguments to prove, that the difcourfes were the produ6tion 
of a ranter. 

Pray, faid I, did they not firft convidl the author of 
being a ranter, by folid proofs. No, no, reply'd he ; they 
feemM to lay that down as one of their grand axioms. 
Immediately after they had read the title, and underftood 
the author's defign, by dipping into the preface. Can you 
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rccollc<9: none of their arguments, faid I ? Why, really, 
return'd he, left I fliou'd be guilty of telling an untruth, I ' 
muft confefs, that I do not reniember to have heard what I 
cou'd call a rational one throughout the whole ; but the 
Yquire, and the reft of his company, laugh'd fo loud, and 
feem'd to be fo fully fatisfy'd of the truth of their affer- 
tion3) and ftrength of their arguing ; that I concluded, 
fuch had efcap'd my hearing. 

Well, notwithftanding what you have heard againft it, 
faid I, I wou'd recommend it to you as a vciy good work, 
and well worth your perufing, in thefe critical times. No, ' 
rcply'd he, I will have nothing to do with it: For ihou'd I 
attempt to preach any of his difcourfes, which are termed 
polemical, I Ihou'd moft afluredly forfeit the el^eem and 
patronage of my good friend the Tquire. And as for my 
own private information, I think I have already read enough, 
were I to be made a bifliop to-morrow. Here the parfon 
gave a great yawn, and immediately after fell into an agree-* ' 
able and found fleep ^ which put an end to our convert 
fation. 

After what I had heard, I cou'd not be ea(y, until I 
wrote to liOndon^ and had the Monthly Review^ for laft Ja-^ ' 
nuary, fent to me. After reading it, and finding with what 
injuftice and fcurrility the reviewers had treated the author, 
and his performance ; I apply'd to feveral clergyman, of 
piy acquaintance, to undertake the anfwering of it ; 
thereby to do juftice, not only to the work, but to the 
publick alfo, which h^s been fo grofly impo$'d upon, by the 
artful infinuations of the reviewers. But one excus'd him- 
fdf, by telling ipe, that he was then engag'd In finifliing ^ 
piece, which he intended to have aftcd, this feafon, at one 
of the theatres ; therefore begg'd I wou'd apply to fome 
one elfe, more^ at leifure. Another affur'd me, that, for 
^wo years before, he had not look'd into a book ; becaufe 
nothing impair'd the fight fo much as reading : But, he faid, 
be wou'd take care that it Ihou'd not afFeft his eyes. 

I apply'd, ne^ft, to one with whom I was extremely in-r 
timate. Being told that he was in his ftudy, I went dl-r 
reftly, without any farther ceremony, puih'd open the 
door, and found him, as I thought, very bufy in fhuffling ^ 

fack of cards. He at lirft feem'd to be in fome confufion j 
ut perceiving it was only his friend that had furpris'd him, 
he fppn jregoYer'4 hi^f^lfj sind, aft^r fow compliment* 

" pafs'd^ 
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pafs'd, on my attempting to retire, he made me fit down 
and began as follows : ' 

I am fenfible that your furprize muft be great, at feeing 
me employ'd after fuch a manner : But, left you (hou'd put 
a worfe conftruftion on it than it deferves, 1 will difcover 
to you, no unimportant fecret, provided you promife to' 
keep it inviolably. Upon my engaging fo to do, he pro- 
ceeded : You muft know, then, faid he, that, of all things, 
I deteft the flavifh praftice of fifting the learned duft of an- 
tiquity, in order to colleft materials for a fermon; and yet, 
if a perfon will not give himfelf this trouble frequently, his 
difcourfes will be fo few in number, tinJefs he comes by, 
them diflioneftly, that his hearers will foon cry out againft 
him. Now, as it has always run in my head, that fome 
more expeditious method or compiling fermons, than has 
hitherto been thought of, might be prcjefted; I cou*d not' 
reft, till I fet about a fcheme that I had for a long time me- 
ditated on, and which, I may fay, I have, at length, almoft 
happily cffedted. You fee here, faid'he, are fifty-two 
pieces of paper, or you may call them cards, if you pleafe:' 
At the head of each of thefe is wrote a text of the moft 

feneral application that I cou'd meet with throughout my 
Concordance; and underneath is a ihort difcourfe, fo ju- 
dicioufly proportion'd, that the laft fentenceof it will catch 
at any of my texts, without any other inconneftion being 
perceiv'd, but what may'eafily be difpcns'd with. More- 
over, continued he, thefe fermons are fo artfully contrived, 
that they may ferve almoft at all times, and be as well re- 
ceived feveral ages hence, as at this prefent time. He then 
took up his pack, and faid, you fhall now fee, whether my 
time was well fpent, or not. To produce a new difcourfe, I 
have nothing more to do, but to fhuffle them every Sunday 
morning ; only obferving to keep my laft Sunday's text under 
my thumb thus, which muft be put at the bottom. Then 
he began to handle them in fuch a manner, as plainly Ihew'd 
him to be an adept in more than one fcience. This done, 
he told me I don't know how many thoufand changes of 
fermons he cou'd produce by this method ; ay, almoft in- 
numerable. Jle added farther, that he had, but the laft ' 
Sunday, ventur'd to make trial of his art, for the firft time ; 
which had all the fuccefs he expefted, except in one or two 
places there feem'd fomewhat like a difagreement in fome 
tgf his texts; which wou'd take him up Tome time to cor- 
fe^* Though he had good reafon to fuppofe thefe little in- 
accuracies 
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sccuracies had efcap'd the notice of his congregation, as 
one half of them was in a found fleep, and the other fo en- 
gaged in private parties of chit-chat> that they feem'd at- 
tentive to nought befide* Finding that he had already fuiR- 
cient employment on his hands, I took my leave ot him; 
extolling his invention greatly. And now, I hope, he w>U 
cxcufe me for venturing, contrary to my promife, to make 
It publick; as I confider'd it to be a fecret of too general 
life to be kept private any longer : And as to my readers, I 
am fure of meeting with their thanks, for the innocent free-* 
dom I have taken with my friend. 

I afterwards went to a fourth perfon of my acquaintance, 
but he was juft going poft to Londofty to befpeak his patron's 
intereft, in favour of his promotion to a rich living in his 
neighbourhood^ the pre/ent pofleflbr of it being then given 
over by his phyficians« Tir'd wlth.thefe difappointmenis, 
I at length determin'd to undertake the work myfelf ; find^ 
ing that others, more capable of executing it, bad other 
ijdore weighty employments on their hands. In confequence 
of which, I wrote the following Kemarks^ which I here 
prefent you with* . 
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PERHAPS it may not be decm'd uiineceflltry^ before 
I bring my readers to judge of the merits of the rc* 
marks made by the reviewers, to lay before them fuch 
qualifications as all perfotis, who take upon themfelves the 
charaders of univerfal judges of literature^ which is the 
office aflum'd by the reviewers, are fuppos'd to poflefs in the 
faigheft perfe6Hon ; to enable them to ad, in fuch an em^ 
I^oyment, with applaufe. And let me tell-thefe gentiemeal^ 
that the place, which they have ufurp'd, is not made to fit 
every one that can fcold and fcribblej as they vainly <en^ 
deavour, by their elaborate works, to perfuade the publick^ 

For, to execute fuch an office as it oujgfat, requires not 
only a thorough flcill in all the learned andj)olite languages^ 
but alfb aconfummate maftery in all the branch^ of know- 
ledge. For how, without this, can any perfons pretend to 
criticize upon all the labours of learned men, on the la- 
bours of thofe who gave, each of them^ great parts, per- 
haps, and a whole life, to one branch, nay^ it may be, t9 
one fubjeft. 

In the next place, this office requires abfofutely the moft 
inviolable impartiality ; fo that thofe who afitime it, what- 
ever their own opinions or preconceptions may be, ihou'4 
never (hew them in fuch a work, nor fuflFer tliem to tinc- 
ture, in the leaft, what they write 5 which if they defpife^ or 
negleft to obferve, they not only do injuftice to their au- 
thors, but alfo to the publick : For it is not their own pri- 
vate opinion or prejudices that their readers are inquifitive 
after, but thofe of their authors* Such writers fet up to.be 
the hiftorians of literature, and, confequently, of contro- 
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Vcrfy, whether political, religious, fcfr. and therefore, as 
writers, fhould be of no party ; fhould reprefent the argu^ 
ments, on both fides, fair and incorrupt; and^fhould fel- 
dom or never fay, this' is a ftroiig, or this is a weak, ar- 
gument : Or, when they do, ihou'd give the Jlrong to the 
SU'gument of one who oppofes their own private opinions j 
and the weak^ to one who feconds them; with equal readi- 
nefe. If they commend only what is for, and blame what 
is againft, their own fide, and do not even aflign one good 
reafon for their cenfurc, or applaufe; they will foon be con- 
fider'd, not as party writers only, but as ignorant fcribblers ; 
and writing for bigots, .will be i:ead only by fuch. .For if 
they arc not able, either through want of judgment, or can- 
dour, to fee reafon when it is againft, ixid^ fophiftry when 
it is for, themfelves; they arc very unfit to judge and tafte 
for other men. But, above all, diey ought to refrain from 
perfonal refie£tiofls,fcurrilous andabufive language; which 
muft reflect equally upon every reader, who Qiall unluckily 
happen to be of their author's opinion, and oppofite to 
theirs ; as upon the abus'd author himfelf. Admitting that 
their au,thor hath provok'd them to it, by oppofing fome 
troublefome arguments to their favourite or modim opi- 
nion ; and yet farther, even fuppofing they can anfwer them 
in no other manner ; yet ftill it muft, and will, be deem'd 
unpardonable, in any others. But the celebrated authors 
of the Journal des Trevoux^ who were allow'd all forts of 
liberties by the publick, whom I (hou'd be ferry to fee my 
Journalijis or Reviewers of this nation copy after. 

Now if -the review of the difcourfes in queftion be com- 
pared with thefe rules, it will evidently appear, that the 
writers were either ignorant where the force of the argu- 
ments lay, by their fingling out fuch paflages as have leaft 
of argument. in them; or that they did fo on purpofe to 
turn the reader's curiofity into a contempt for the difcourjes ; 
from a view only of fuch paflages, which, though mutilated 
and mangled in fuch a manner as they judg'd cou'd do the 
}uthor lead honour, they pretend, as their readers might 
well expeft, arc the author's ftrongeft arguments in fupport 
of his tenets. In a word, they profefs themfelves Arians ; 
and endeavour, by panegyricks, to advance every Arian 
work ; and employ cenfures, and every low art, to keep 
every orthodox work, of any weight, as much out of fight 
as pofiible. 

As 
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As I am hot a divine, and but veiy little converfant ifi 
JTuch a method of arguing, as the pubHfhers of the Review 
have therein introduced) I ought, perhaps, to dedine mak- 
ing any obfervations upon it. But though I am only a lay- 
man, yet I am an orthodox Chriftian ; hoping meffieurs tne 
Reviewers will pardon theobfoletenefs and coarfenefs of the^ 
expreffion ; and, authorized by fo glorious a title, how de« 
ficient foever I may be^ in point of critical altercation, I 
will venture on the taik. 

Thefe gentlemen, at firft fetting out, ih order to convey 
a juft idea of thefe Difi<iurfes to their readers, as they are 
pleas'd to fay, though they fooii afttjr difcover other mo- 
tives, tranfcribe a part of the preface to the firft volume ; 
wherein the author makes an apology for the defers of hid 
DifconrfeSy and for ventuiing to publifh them. But the ob-^ 
je^ions to which his work may be liable, he fayd, he hopes ' 
will be fufficiently ballanced, not only by the goodnefs of 
his intention^ and the variety of hew atguments introduced 
in theoi; butj alfo, by the perfpicuity and concifehefs 
Wherewidi he hath endeavoured to draw together the lights 
hecefiary for the illuftration and proof of each controverted 
fundamental, which are either too much diilipated, or ob- 
fcur^dj by terms of art, and prolixer r^afonings, of abler^ 
but more voluminous controvertifts. And, farther, that it 
is his chief aim finally to decide^ if poffible, the debates 
under each important topick, to the fatisfadiion of every 
truly candid inquirer, faff. 

What remarks do our Reviewers make upon this ? 
** Why, fay they, upon reading this, we expe<Sed to find 
*' the fuhjedb, our author treats of, difcufs'd in a Veiy fatif- 
** fadory way; great concifenefs and perfpicuity in his me- 
*' thod of illuftrating them, and a variety of new argu- 
*' ments urged in fupport of the fundamental articles of 
*' sur faith. But after perufing his Difcourfes, With, due at- ' 
*' tention,0ttr^A^fi?<7/iW were much difappointed : He has 
*^ advanced littfe that is new, and that little not much to 
*' the purpofe." Obferve by what pretty gradations they 
fife to the very fummit of tfieir good breeding, thfir fub- 
lime in ftikj and their criticifm; *' His manner is neither 
** concife, nor peHpicuous j his ftile is rugged, and he is, 
*' withal, dogmatical^ and arrogant:** This is, however, 
in my opinion^ a very rugged fort of criticifin. To which 
they add only a Aort, but very important quotation, from 
their late pious St. jihn, Bttt, as if is no way material to ^ 
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be inferted here, I (hall take notice of it in another plaC^i 
The reader muft obferve^ that they difplay, in the very be- 
ginning, great juftice; in condemning their author, before 
ne is aJlow'd to make any defence* 

It muft be very evident, to eveiy reader, that the Review^ . 
its would never have made ufe of fuch language, fuppofing 
them capable of fpeaking any other, had they not very 
g;ood caufe for it. They feem alfp, I think, to be not a 
Ettle angry, but on what account .they have not thought, 
proper fully to explain to us. F^rhaps, indeed, they were 
afham'd to own the truth : Be that as it may^ they have left - 
us fuch a clue, as will very eafily lead us into the gloomy re- 
cefles of their hearts, without much trouble. / 

And, to this purpofe, firft let me aflc— — Suppofing that 
the author had treated the fubjedls of his Difcourfes^ even as 
they have taken upon themfelves, falfly, to amrm ; with- 
out obferving that perfpicuity and concifenefs, or fail'd to 
introduce that variety of new arguments, which they had 
expeiEied ; when, it muft be evident to the moft preju- . 
diced perfon, that the fame man was, at that time, exerting 
all his feeble powers, to the utmoft, to endeavour to beav 
up Chriftiani^, now become half a ruin, by the falling ot 
its pillars ; while it is fcarce fupported by thofe whic)i re« 
main ftanding; and the enraged ftorms, returning with re-^ 
doubled fury and noife, threaten to (hake its very founda- 
tions, and already eccho in its moft facred places ; what 
though, in the midfl of this his well-intended and arduous 
labour, fome few inftances of human weaknefs fhou'd be 
difcover'd in him ; wou'd any Chriftian, or friend to Chri- 
fiianity, publickly abufe and rail at him, upon no other ac- - 
jcount ? My readers, I hope, will fpare me the trouble of 
drawing a con(equence from this, while I proceed* 

Again ; if the author's arguments, as they chiefly tend • 
to vindicate the fundamental articles of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, were weak, ill founded, and did not carry convi<9:ion 
m their train \ his criticks, who, I am forry to fay it, (hew 
themfelves to be no friends to that Religion which the au- 
thor labours to fupportj would, furely, have no cau(e to be 
out of temper : Nay, fo long as they cou'd have entertain'd 
the leaft hope to oppofe his arguments and proofs, by others 
equally ftrong, in defence of their own opinions ;. they muft 
have remain'd perfecSUy good-humour'd, and wou*d never 
have been reduced to offer fuch arguments as they do, in fup- 
port of their tenets. But ii my readers (hou'd not think 
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ihem much to the purpofe, I may venture to aiTure them^ 
that the Reviewers are altogether excufable for it; fince, if 
they cou'd have found better, they wou'd not have thus 
flown to their laft refbrt, in fuch cafes. So that, I thinkj 
the whole afFa'ir is unravell'd. For it appears plain, that it 
was the confcioufnefs of their own poverty that made them 
take it into their heads to grow anzry, that they might, with 
a better grace, fwagger, ftrut about, and look big ; and 
manfully ftalk over whole arguments upon ^ few fturdy po- 
lyfyllables. Thus we fee merchants never make fo great a 
parade, or vaunt fo much of their wealth, as when they are 
juft upon the brink of ruin, and bankruptcy. 

Let us now examine, more particularly, upon what 
grounds they chara£terize the author with the genteel epi- 
thets, dogmatical, arrogant ; and farther charge hiin with 
the want of concifenefs, perfpicuity, i^c. 

I flatter myfelf, that every reader, who hath perus'd the 
DifcourfeSy will agree with me, that the author^ as an ho- 
neft and good Chriftian, prejudiced in favour of nought but 
the truth, bath done all in his power to fearch out and bring 
to light fuch ipatters as he judg-d were neceffary to the hap- 
pinels of his fellow- creatures : And if, in the courfe of his 
inquiry, he met with all the evidences of truth and demon- 
ftration, on one fide, fuing for pofitive conclufions ; while, 
on the other, error appeared, with nothing elfe to fuppprt 
her claim, but rage, clamour, and deformity ; would it not 
have argu'd but too much of fcepticifm* to have remain'd 
doubtful, or diffident, in fuch circumftances ! And how 
cou'd he have anfwer'd, for fuch a condud:, to God, or to 
his fellow Chriftians ? However, if the criticks will be fo 
go()d*natur'd as to point out where he is pofitive, without 
having afiign'd fuflicient caufe, in his Difcourfesy forhis be- 
ing fo ; which they have not once attempted, as yet, to fhewj 
I &all, then, freely yield him up to their cenfure. 

Their next charge feems, indeed, to be much better 
founded \ wherefore I fhall not attempt to vindicate the au- 
thor of it ; but will rather openly confefs, that I think he 
was very arrogant^ and even rude, {f they pleafe, not only 
to propofe ugly, unpolite, crabbed queftions ; but that he 
fhou'd alfo call upon honeft gentlemen to anfwer them ; 
without confidering whether they were fo difpos'd, or ca- 
pable of doing fo. In (hort, I am of opinion, that he cou'd 
have us'd theiQ no wprfe, if, after having ftrongly bolted all 
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the doors and windows of his hotife, fae ftouM liiiye gtvfB| 
them an invitation to cotse in, and welcome. 

Neither are they much aftrajr, in ob^Qing to bis con^ 
dfenefs : For it is certain, that half die arguments, ani} 
proofs, which be aUedges in his Di/courfesy in defence of tha 
orthodox faith ; might have been fufficieot to h^ve induoeii 
CTery candid inquirer after troth to have a^rov'd his ofn* 
hions : And as to his perfpiciiitj, I think he ihews, db^at he 
can fpeak neither clearer, nor plainer, than the holy Scrip- 
tures : But this wou'd be excufable in him, if he did not 
inoft prefumptuoufly inftnuate, that no perfon whatever caq 
^xprefs himfelf fo as to be more eafily underftood. 

The Reviewers fay, that they were very much dtftpr 
pointed in their expeidations, upon reading thefe Dijtourfes^ 
not to meet in them a variety of new arguments in fupport 
of the fundamental articles of their faith. This dUapr 
jiointment was truly fcarce to be borne with patience, if 
they ever pntertain'd hopes that the author of 2)«yj« ^^- 
V$g!i wou'd take up his j^n in their favour. Perhsips the 
title of his works might have occafion'd this their unlucky 
disappointment ; vi%, DiJcQurfes fuited to the prefent Tsmes^ 
For might they not have very well expe£ted, from books 
faid to be drawn up in that tafie, llbmething that wqu'd have 
chim'd in with them in opinion ; and that the publiiher had 
only cunningly advertised the publick, that they were wrote 
by the author of JOeifm Reveafdy in order to blindfold thofe 
who, otherwife, might never have look'd into them? But if 
they intended faying, that there was nothing new urged iii 
vindication of the fundamentals of the orthodox faith : I 
anfwer. Perhaps, becaufe they never read enough to know 
what is old. For nothing elfe but this, or a low fhift to 
ferve their party by publilhing falfhoods, cou'd have in- 
duced them to fay fo. And in order to convince my reader^ 
of the truth of this aflertion, and the bafenefs and difm- 
gcnuity of theirs i I have b^en at fome pains to colled the 
following evidences, for that purpofc. . 

The very next paragraph to the Reviewer^sfit^ quo-: 
tation from the fourth Difctmrje *, and the next to that, 
apply'd to Chrift in the iixth Dtfcourfe^^ both contain new 
matter. Although the Reviewers cpu'd dwell upon others, 
fo very near to them, without feemine to have taken the 
leaft notice of them ; as if they had here, as well as 
» VdL I. p. 8a, ^f. tP*«45- 
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throughout the whole courfe of their Riviiw^ purpoiUy 
kept one of their eyes clofe ihut, while the other ftood fta* 
|-iiig« As many of thefe infiance^ of their ingenuity wou'4 
not appear well, in the body of this piece \ I muft refer my 
readers to the bottom of the* page ; where they will find die 
page, and the paragraph, pointing to a variety of new mat* 
ler*. But I muft obferve, in this place, that the plan of 
the fifteenth Difcourfi^ Vol. I. from whence all the le^fon^ 
ings therein remit, is entirely new; and, alfo, that the fe- 
yenteenth is altogether new. It is true, that, in 1751, a 
pamphlet was publifh'd, in Scotland^ to much the fame ef- 
fed ^ but it was, probably, taken from what the author of 
%\\Q DifcQurfe5\iw\^ in 1748, fet forth in his Detfm ReueaPdfd 
Thefe I only give asfpecimensi whereby, if any one (hall 
be perfuaded to read over the entire work, I will engage^ 
that he will find a great variety of other ebfervations, and 
reafonings, which he never met with before, interfpers'd 
through every Difcourfe-y as well as many more inftances 
pf the Reviewers prejudiced and unfupported aflertions. 
. I fhall now confider their laft charge againft their author : 
jBut here, I do confefs, I cannot tell how to appear in his 
vindication. For his ftile is, undoubtedly, «f fuch a kind, 
on fome occafions, as muft make it feem very rugged^ ancL 
difagreeahle, to perfons oi good breeding. And muft fay, 
that, in this refpe<Si, he is far fhort of {hewing that com* 
' mendable politenefs, which a certain well-bred divine dif- 
play'd once in the royal chapel ; who, being in the pTulpit, 
and jufi about to fend a parcel of poor, low-bred, bigotted 
mechanicks and tradefmen (for, to be fure, decency wou'd 
not allow him to lay hold on any others), a packing to a 
very ungenteel place; he gave them a fhort reprieve, while 
he made an apology to his audience for brirjging them even 
within conception of fuch a place: And afiur'd them, that, 
he wou'd never prefume to mention fo vulgar and rugged an 
(e^prefiion, within their hearing. Thefe, I remember, were 
his y&cy words. Now our author a£l:s quite the contrary ; 
which may be owing to his reading too much of the Scrip* 
tures, which are wrote in a very unpolite and rugged ftile, 
fure enojjgh j as has often been complain'd of. For Tfee 
he makes no apology, nor does he even put his polite read^ > 

*. Page 163. Parag. Ami wbiie I was doing thiSf Sec, P. 175. par. Prof 
fivfVy Sec, P. 179, 189. P. 216. parag. Long as I fee, as far as p. 222* 
p. 243. parag. Howfoever we, &c. P. 255, 256. P. 260, to 262. Many 
pew things in DifcourfeXl, particularly p. 294, 295, 297, 29 S, &c, &c, 
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0n on their guard) before he (hocks their ears, nay, evei| 
their very rcafon, with an hereafter, hell, fire, brimftone, 
^c. and fuch-like harfh-founding words ; which he cou'd 
learn no- where elfe fo patly as from the Scriptures. Tho' 
I am convinced, if the goverriment wou'd permit fome of 
©«r refined geniufes to give a new tranflation of the Bible, 
which they have long laboor'd for j they wou'd carefully 
¥rced out of \t all fuch obfolete; or, rather, corrupt words. 
So that, if the author wou'd take a little of my advice, when 
he publilhes any thing for the future entertainment of peo- 
ple of tafte; he wou'd do well to endeavour to amend his 
harfli ftile. But, though I will not pretend to juftify the 
author, in this refpeft 5 yet, from the fpecimen which thefe 
criticks have given us of their own, I fhou'd be forry, and 
fo wou'd many others befide me, to fee them publifh a new 
edition of the author's works, correilcd by them, and tranf- 
lated into their own language. 

As the Reviewers have clos'd the firft part of their Re- 
marks with the words and authority of a great and noble 
author ; I imagine, that I can do no lefs than endeavour to 
imitate fo good an example. Having, therefore, chofen my 
lord ^fop^ the celebrated philofopher and hiftc¥'ian of anti- 
ipa*i ty, for my champion ; I will conclude this article with 
oWcrving, that as often as thefe gentlemen afTume the tre- 
mendous charafter of cenfors, fo often do I call to mind 
his famous treatife on the Pleafure and advantage of travell- 
ing with one's fingers in their eyes^ or in the dark 5 and ca^n- 
not, for my very life, help thinking of his afs, dreadfully 
difguis'd in a lion's (kin ; and imagine that I hear him fart- 
— g, and braying terror all around ; until, by the over- 
inolent (baking and diftorting of himfelf, the (kin falls off; 
at fight of which, the poor affrighted afs trots away, with alt 
fpeed,. to fecrete himfelf in the moft gloomy an^ dark re- 
treats. 

In the next place, the Reviewers juft recite the fubjeSs of 
the three firft Difcourfes in the firft volume of the author's 
works ; and quote a very fhort paffage, from The proofs of 
the unity of God^ in the fourth ; but without obliging their 
readers with any of their curious remarks upon it : Yet I 
cou'd eafily perceive, that they pretended to have a good deal 
of meaning, at leaA, in their facea; and afteded being 
thought queer arch dogs, for having h flily quoted from their 
author; and impos'd, as they flatter'd themfelves, a conclu- 
feon, drawn from a long chain of arguments,, upon their 
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readers, as a fpecimen of the author's beft reafoning^ atid' 
foundeft and cleareft arguments. 

They proceed next, to the fifth and fixth Difcourfes^ of 
which they make little more than bai'e recitals, and thence 
pafs to the feventh, which proves the divinity, of the Holy 
Ghoft ; from this they quote the third proof, urged in (up- 
port of this divinity, that is to fay, from the divine worfliip 
prefcribed, and paid to him in the Holy Scriptures. 

Here they feem, indeed, to begin with a fort of triumph^ 
by crying out, Hear him ! a phrafe which I have often 
heard has been known to have claimed the victory, and fole 
n^rit of many a long and doubtful argument ; for it is faid» 
frequently, to produce the fame ene£l on the perfon at 
whom it is pointed, as did Medufd^ head in Old times ; 
which, by at once turning an adverfary into a ftatue or 
ftone, preferved the ftout hero, that had it in his pofleflion, 
from the danger and difgrace of receiving many plaguy kicks 
on the breech, and found thwacks on the ribs, from his 
enemy. But to return, this they pronounced in fuch an 
emphatical manner, as if they had really intended no lefi 
than the entire ruin of their unfortunate author ; fo that I 
was impatient for the end of their quotation, and in no lit- 
tle dread, expe6ttng to encounter whole files of important 
obje&ions, 'remarks, arguments, ^c<, juft only to put the 
author the fooner out of pain ; but, it feems, they judg'd 
it would be more prudent to mufter all thefe together in 
one grand and invincible body ; which, however, contains 
no more than, ** This is an eafy way of getting over a diffi^ 
** culty^ and isj no doubt, very perfpicuous and fatisfaSfory,^* 
Alas, poor gentlemen !— they muft certainly have been in 
a very defperate and diftra£led fituation, when, infiead of 
ofFending their adverfary, they turn'd the edge of their own 
weapons againft themfelves. I am furpriz'd, when they 
found themfelves fo hardly pinch'd, that they did not add a 
note, referring for further proof of what they fay to their 
learnMcriticifni on the preface. Oh, poor Arianifm !-^ 
is it come to this at laft ? 

We will now follow them to the eighth Difcourfe, where- 
in the doctrine of the Holy Trinity is vindicated, from 
whence they feleft two or three psulages, to which they 
prefix a fliort preface, or fentencc ; but, as it difFers nei- 
ther in fpirit nor Language, from what they have already 
(hewn to be their ftandard in both ; and, as I have reafon 
to imagine^ that they rather intended this humorous fiou^ 
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km to fil6nce or cteafen a certain impertihetit friend of 
theirs, called Confcience, than with any view to Jziiaff 
the publick ; I fltall not trouble my readers with it here^. 
but will leave it to themfelves to enjoy the fole benefit of 
its operations; 

. In thefe detached paflageS there are/ however, unluckily 
tonvey'd fome reafonings, deduc'd from abundance of proofs 
before produced, not eafy to be ridicui'd, uniefs the holy 
Scriptuiiss are brought in for a fhare of it, for they make 
it evident, that Unleis we deny the grand axiom of Ghriftia^ 
nity, viz. that the Scriptures are the word of God^ and, as 
fuch, implicitly to be believ'd -, and, further, prefume to de- 
ny the veracity of God, and to prefer and fet up our own 
reafon, fo liable to miftake, in its moft (imple and familiar 
judgments of things, in a matter confefiedly above its view, 
in oppofition to his word and affirmation ; we muft not pre* 
tend to require of God any other evidence for the truth of 
what he himfelf affirms of his own unity, a& alfo the divi- 
nity of die Son, and of the Holy Spirit, but his bare word ; 
and that he has often done fo, the author hath given fuffi* 
cient demonftration in bis Difimarfes upon thole fubjeds^ 
yet, after all, every particular c^ this \& coniidered only as 
extravagant rant. 

The latter part of their quotation feems, in a peculiar 
manner, to be levelled at themfelves ;. for, there, the author 
obferves, that although many able writers have by clear and 
dempnftrative arguments, proved the orthodox dodtrine of 
the Trinity, yet thofe who pretend to oppofe them in it^ 
produce nothing on their fide, but little paultry nibbling 
trifles, while they leave the arguments of thefe unnoticed^ 
a$ if fuch had never been once fu^ftedi 

They muft have found themfelves mightily embarrafs'd 
for a reply to what they had fo imprudently ridicurd and 
quoted ; but art and cunning, being fet to work in their 
fervice, foon provide them an anfwer ; or^ rather, as they 
might well imagine^ that their readers wou*d expedl they 
ihou'd affign fome fort of grounds for their ridicule, which 
they coa'd not conveniently come at, with a ftrata- 
ga«, which enables them to evade their readers inquiries j 
for their quotation is no fooner at an end^ but, inftead of 
ftanding their ground^ and attempting to fay any thing iri 
their own defence^ they make a mail flxameful and pitiful 
retreat to Dr. Clarkei One Emlyn^ and one Jackfm^ and im-^ 
plore their protection agstinft the cruel periecjutioQS of truth 
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aYid good fenfe, which are every moment ilaring them in 
the fact ; and, having placed the(e intrepid warriors between 
them and their purfuers, they forget their paft danger, their 
courage revives with their ill-^nature, and they return as 
. naturally into their old extravagant rant^ as if nature and 
education had both confpired to preclude them from the ufe 
of any other dialeft. Though, after all, I muft confels that 
they had fome caufe to be out of humour j for, it is an old 
obfervation, that nothing can have an uglier appearance, or 
be more provoking, than to fee ftrong and clear reafoning, 
ivhen it is not on our own fide. 

They fay, indeed, that it is difagreeable to. them to be ob- 

■ liged to ufe fuch language ; but that there are certain oc- 

caiions where it is fo neceffary, that a perfon muft, either be 

plenty or employ it ; and, in fuch cafes as thefej^ioi to ufe it, 

and that boldly too, wou'd betray meannefs and pufillani- 

mity. 

Oh, but the magnanimity of the/e criticks deferves highly 
to be prais'd ! to ftand up for a caufe, and even to triumph 
over its oppoiers, only fo long as one hath good convincing 
arguments, or truth on their fide, wou'd fhew no more 
bravery, than it wou'd in a general, aflifted by the approv'd 
advice and experience of able officers,, and well armed and 
' difcipfin'd troops, to fall upon, and put to the rout, a body 
of mob, fuch as inhabit the precinils of BiUingfgate^ who 
never were taught the exercife, or knew the ule of any o- 
ther weapon but their tongues, but commend me to thofe 
who dare, fo long as they can brand ifh their tongues, or 
their pens, without feeking for any other fupport \ though 
they fee powerful arguments, many clear proofs, nay, the 
very evidences of the matter in dilpute on their adverfaries 
fide, boldly bid a defiance to them and their abettors ; and 
who, though they may happen to be overcome, with their 
laft breath cry aloud, Vi<Sory j thefe, I fay, are true heroes ! 
They then proceed to fay — *^ But whether the prefent 
occafion will juftify fuch expreilions, or not, we muft re- 
fer to the candour of our reader^ ;" To which I give my con - 
fent rnoft freely j prefumptuous triflers and critical bullies, 
alone excepted ; for it wou'd not be fair, I think, to appeal 
to them for judgment in tjieir own caufe. 

But, left their former apology fliou'd not be deem'd fuf- 
ficient to authorize their making ufe of fuch language, they 
add another, which, really, feems to re.quire none other but 
itfeif to do the bufmcfs \ which is, that they difFer in opi- 
. . D nion 
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nion from the autiior in regard to the Trini^, and for this 
fpecial reafon into the bargain, becaufe they fay, ^^ Many 
peribns of unqueftionable integrity, diftinguifli'd abilities, 
and folid learning, (among whom, no doubt, they include 
themfelves) who have ftudied the Scriptures with the great- 
eft accuracy, and an eameft defire of difcovering the truths , 
have thought proper to be of a very different opinion from 
him :" But, if the criticks had not themfelves confeiled, in 
another part of their Monthly RevieWj that, although infi- 
delity, in regard to religion, hath had many great and learn- 
ed abettors, yet their eiForts in fupport of their own opi- 
nions, and their attacks upon religion are very far from 
being formidable. I could have given many inftances of 
the mifapplication and proftitution of both refin'd genius 
and learning. I beg, however, that the Reviewers may 
not imagine that I had any one of their ibciety in view, in 
my laft ailertion ; or that I intended to throw a rcfledion 
on any one of thofe venerable criticks in it \ far be it from 
me, to lay more to their account than they juftly deferve. 

However, fuch examples as thefe are enough to mafee 
our criticks conclude, that the orthodox dodlrine of the Tri- 
nity, as reveal'd in the Holy Scriptures, ought to be que- 
ftion'd. If they will be fo good as to prove that thofe pei«- 
fons, whofe opinions they borrow, knew the right ufe of 
their reafon, and for what purpofes God beftow'd it upon 
them ; I will then fubmit to what they alledge. Did he 
ever order that it fhou'd infped into his myfteries ? Or that 
it ibou'd criticife his word ? Is he to be put on a footing 
with his creatures, and to be queftion'd and judg'd by it? 
Let me firft fee, if, with all their cunning and juggling, they 
can convey themfelves into a pint bottle j for every com- 
mon conjuror who has but the ilighteft acquaintance with, 
the Devil, can cut capers in a quart bottle ; and then I will 
believe that they can perform much greater wonders j but, 
until they fatisfy me in this fmall matter, I muft conclude 
that their champions were great^men, ^c. only becaufe 
they knew no other bounds to their reafon, honefly, va^- 
nity, feff. 

After reciting the titles of two or three other Difcourfes^ 
they fay that they have given the readers a fufficient idea 
of the entire work, condemning, in a lump, near forty of his 
other Difcourfes on moral fubje£^s, on account of the au- 
thor's diiagreeing from them in his polemical Difcourfes ; 
and then conclude their Review^ by committing themfelves 
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and their caaie, to the merits of a little book, publifh'd 
about two years ago, intitul'd, An appeal to common fenfe^ 
&Ci to which they deiire an anfwer may be given ^ writ- 
ten, only, with the fame fbirit of candour, moderation, and 
free inquiry, as the faid Appeal is \ which is, truly, as mo- 
derate a requeft as they cou'd poiiibly make. But, until it 
is.anfwer'd, they muft beg leave to continue obftinate in their 
own opinions. 

. Now, as they have ftuck their ftandard in this, and de- 
clar'd their caufe to depend upon its being anfwer'd \ I muft 
inform the publick, and them alfo, fince they are to be told 
of it; that,^ stTf unluckily for the author of that fly per-* 
formaACey and its admirers, it is now much more than a 
year fince it was more than fufficiently anfwer'd, by a very 
worthy clergyman, in a fmall book, intitul'd, A vindication 
of the Divimty and Manhood of our Saviour Jefus Chrift ; 
as alfo^ (f the Godhead of the Holy Ghoji. That this book 
is not as much read as the Appeal^ is owing to. its author's 
having us'd little addrefs, and no art, in the management of 
his work; but yet much more to the difreliih wherewith 
ty&y thiag, on that fide of the queftion, hath of late been 
r^ceiv'd. However, if any man will read it through, and 
not childiihly ftop at fmall inaccuracies,, he will find all the 
ait$ of the appellant therein fully expes'd, and his argu* 
inents mod ihamefuUy baffled. 

. But if this will not fatisfy them, as they may pretend not 
to have feen the anfwer yet| I will anfwer th^m in another 
way, and in few words : That the Appeal is written wtry 
anhiUy, and reprefents the do£trine of the Holy Trinity as 
a mere learned refinement, which none but great fcholars 
can underftand, or believe : That it is written againft the 
Trinity, by a fubfcriber to the Trinity j and term'd. An 
appeal to the common fenfe of all Chrijiian people : As if the 
author had imagin'd,* that the Chriftian people had not the 
leaft tindlure of common fenfe, when he appeals to, them 
againft his own folemn fubfcriptions and declarations ; as 
alfo againft the very foundation on which his pulpit is eredted, 
arn4 the title he hath to his bread : And who, moreover, 
profefieth himfelf a fincerely-aiFe£tionate member of the 
eftabiifb'd church on that very paper, wherein he wraps all 
bis little ftore of gunpowder, in order to blow it up. In a 
word, that the whole, as the arguments and reafonihgs of 
it arc cvc^ one oldj was fully refuted, by Pearfon^ Irater^ 
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land^ and many others, long before it was written. And 
this they will allow is a fufficient anfwer, I hope. 

But now, as the author of the Appeal ftill continues to 
hold a benefice which yields him a handfome fubfiftencc ; 
and yet appeals, at the lame time; can any one tell, whe- 
ther it is his great ability, as a tranfcriber ; or the unparal- 
lell'd integrity he hath Ihewn, in relation to his religious en- 
gagernents, for which he is fo highly applauded, in the Re^ 
view ? Every perfon can tell what muft be the fate of a fol- 
dier who fliou'd have behav'd fo, while cloath'd in a red li- 
very, to the king : And is there no need of honefty and loy^ 
alty in a black one ? 

Yet, after all, the Reviewers make a flourifh with this 
fame common-placed Appeal^ notwithftanding that its old 
thread-bare arguments have been fo ofteit confuted ; as their 
Chef d'Oeuvre : And confefs, that their opinions hang upon 
it, when it can fcarcely any longer fupport itfelf, even on 
crutches. But let not my readers be in the leaft furpris'd 
at this ; for. it is a charafteriftick to the party, and one of 
their moft ufual arts; nay, rather, one of their fundamental 
articles ; to make repeated triumphs upon repeated defeats. 
However, .his boaffful piece of cunning hath been of no 
little fervice to them : For a good face, efpecially in a caufe 
that is all face, goes a great way to keep up the fpirits of its 
adherents. The fame praftice was not vain- glory, only, in 
Lewis XIV. who fang Te Deum at Paris for a viftory, al- 
moft as often as bur armies beat his in Flanders, 

But what,'*in the name of fophiftry, is become of that 
which was lately boafted of, as the very fpirit of Jrianifm ? 
The fo much applauded E^ay on Spirit ! the fo itfiVi&Effay 
en Spirit ! that the Reviewers feem to take no more notice 
of it, than if it never had a being j while they lay the whole 
ftrefs of their caufe upon the Appeal. Can it be, already, 
fallen from the higheft efteem, d6wn to the loweft contempt 
with the party ? Oh ! Oh ! that is true ; I have heard that 
Doftor Randolph hath made all its friends and partizans not 
only quiet on that fubjeft, but even aiham'd of it. Poor 
little trifling thing ! I always was of opinion, that it was 
form'd of parts too much fubtiliz'd, to bear to be rudely 
handled. And will it no more come in to fcreen one of the 
many blanks in difputation ? No, no ; the dodlor hath rang 
its palling-bell: And, to prevent fuch as might formerly 
have had fame opinion of it from committing blunders, 
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when they wou'd chufe to fubftitute a genteel apology, for' 
a good anfwer to puzzling queftions, by quoting its apttho- ' 
rity, as if he were ftill in a capacity of maintaining any 
authority ; and to convince them that the once great and - 
adored Pan is dead^ he hath been at fome little pains to make 
a difleftiton of it; I mean, of fuch parts as he cou'd fix ; ^ 
which is, by much, the fmaller portion of it. For almoft - 
the whole, upon a flight touch, evaporated into its natural 
element : So that what remains is^o very minute, that it 
cannot be perceiv'd by the naked eye, without the afliftance 
of a large magnifier, although it made a pi'etty' plump ap^ 
pearance once. But, fuch as it is, he has preferv'd in /pi-^ 
rits, for the fatisfaftion of the Virtuoft. 

Perhaps my readers will now conclude, as the EJfay en 
Spirit is as if it had never been, but more defpis'd ; and the 
Appeal to Common Senfe^ the Enfant Perdu of the Arian 
party, miferably disjointed, and cut in pieces ; that they 
muft, of confequence, give up their caufe, for want of a 
fupport. But let them not make fuch hafty conclufions : 
They are not fo badly circumftanced as they appear to be. 
For oe it known to my readers, that any one of their party, 
who can handle his pen nimbly, fuppofe he can't fpell his - 
own name properly, which will not be neceflary, provided 
he be initiated into the myftery of writing ofF-hany, with- • 
out the aiRftance of either genius or learning ; will be able, ' 
within lefs than a month, to repair all their lodes ; fo as to 
enable them to take the field again, with as much confidence 
as ever, under the banners of An appeal from the common 
fenfe of all Chrijiian people^ ported on the right wing ; a 
Aionthly Review^ on the left ; and An ejfay on nothings in the 
centre. So that, truly and properly fpeaking, thefe are 
immortal, as well as invincible difputants. 

Having now gone over all their Review,^ I will make a 
recapitulation of fome of their remarks ; to which I (hall 
add a few refle<Slions, and then conclude. 

The reader hath obferv'd, that the Revieivers began 
their judicious criticifm with ill-natur'd and abufive lan- 
guage ; that they have exercis'd their learning and talents, 
in this way, to the utmoft, throughout the whole, without 
applying to any other means whatever, not even to the 
hocus-pocus of interpretation, in order to run down thefe 
Difcourfes : And, alfo, that their conftant praftice is, to 
pafs their fentence on the author, before he h allow'd to 
Utter a fyllable in his ovwi defence : And, after all, h^ is 
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permitted only to fpeak according as their prejudice leadi. 
them. But, I believe, the reader will readily grant, that 
none ever made ufe of fuch ftratagems to overcome their 
adverfaries, when there was e'er a better at hand. Thexe-* 
fore, if thefe cenfors cou'd have found a better, they were 
in the wrong to fet out with thefe. Had they firft, by fair 
and convincing arguments, prov'd the authors to be un- 
bound, which is what ought to be expected from them, a» 
they enter'd on his works, not as journalifls, but as cri-* 
ticks, and cenfors ; it wou'd then, and not before that, 
have been a proper time, if pra4Slicable, to have ihewn 
tbem abfurd too^ and, if they cou'd not correal their pro- 
penfity to ill-nature, to have given vent to it, then, in low 
and venomous reflections. But they chofe, it feems, to 
begin at the wrong end, and for a very good reafon j be^ 
caufe they fear'd to begin at the right one ; as they appre^ 
hended it wou'd not be an eafy matter to confute their au- 
thor in a more rational way* But whether their treatment 
of the author is like to reflect any credit on better men, 
unhappily of the fame principles with the Reviewers^ or 
upon their caufe, I will leave to the deciiion of thofe very 
mtn themfelves. 

Pr'ythee attend to the many powerful and convincing 
arguments which the Reviewers have coUeded, in order to 
confute dieir author, to do honour to their caufe, and to 
fupport the ipirit of their party ! Here follow every one of 
them. 

. They fay, diat thefe Difcourfes are wrote in. a rugged 
flile; that their author is d<^matical, arrogant, and a 
ranter; and, inftead of fearching the Holy Scriptures for 
proper quotations and authorities to iupport thefe aflertions, 
they quote from lord Bolingbroke *, and fay that the author 
is one ef thofe divines whom be denominates orthodox 
bullies; and not one word more, appertaining to criticifn^ 
or argument, do they utter^ Oh ! what rare encourage- 
ment is here given to aU coblers, porters, fhoe*boys, ^c* 
&r. to fet up the trade of criticifm ! as all the neceilary 
tools are already in moft of their hands* 

, Surely the Reviewers need not, however, have borrow'd 
fuch fwaggering language, as they did their opinions, from 
others ; nnce they have Ihewn themfelves mauers of a fuf- 
ficient ftock of it already ; but, more efpecially, from an 
enemy to all Religion. One might have imagined, that 
they had Ihewn complaifance enough to their own preju- 

diceSj 



[23] 

diceS) and corrupt opinions, to fymbolize with die enemies 
of Chrift in a thoufand particulars, as th^ do with tiw 
Deifts, without flying, alfo, for help to the enemies of all 
religion; who have, in fpeculation, done all they cou'd (o 
favour vice and wickednefs ; and, in prafiice, have chem- 
ielves aded the principal parts in their tragi'^comedy. Such 
are the arguments, and fuch the affiftants, whbm thefe 
Reviewers call in, to the aid of Arianifm : Much good 
may fuch allies do them. I can affiire them, that I am fo 
far from envying them of fuch, that I fliou'd be fbrry tfaqr 
were any other than enemies to us. 

However, with how much patience, and tranquillity of 
mind, the author of thefe Difcourfes muft fupport hinuelf^ 
when he fhall hear himfelf puolickly upbraided, and abus'd, 
for being a good Chriftian ; I judge, and fb may my read- 
ers alfo, from his own words : ** ■ ■ The fear ot God 
*^ will aUb arm us againft the fear of cenfure ; he need not 
^* much regard the opinions of men, who, through the ap- 
^^ prehenfion of God's difpleafure, is doing his utmoft to 
*^ approve himfelf to the fearcher of hearts. If he hath 
*^ the fmalleft hope of fucceeding in an attempt fo very ex- 
^^ alted, he will be under no manner of Uneafmefs aboi$ 
^' their opinions or remarks, who only guefs by appear- 
^^ ances, and fee no more than the mere furfaces of things. 
*'^ He will find little temptation to be vain when they ap^ 
^^ plaud, or afham'd when they condemn, who know mv* 
^^ thing to the bottom ; and judge of what they do know, 
^< by prejudices fo gro6, and rules fo foreign to reafon, that 
^< he hath the beft chance to pick fenfe and truth out of their 
<^ reflections, who interprets them, as he does dreams, bf 
•' contraries *.*' 

The Reviewers pretend to be angry, at the imputation 
of low artifice thrown by ^he Difimrfes on their party< 
But can there be any thing more ridiculous, or prefump* 
tuous, than this ? When the paper, in which they fhew 
this anger, confifleth of nothing elfe but party art. For 
they will not own to have met with any one thing, in thefii 
Dijcmrfes^ worthy to be commended j while they only 
blame, without afl^ning any one reafon, for their fo doing, 
but their prejudice to the author's opinions : And dofe their 
cenfures by advertifing the publick, that there is nothing, 
either entertaining or improving, to be met with in them ; 

f. Difcwrfii^ Vol. 11. p. loa* 
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And, in Ihort, that they have given their readers a com- 
petent idea of them. What ! is the publidc to judge of 
the intire work, from two or three mangled paflTages^ which 
< thefe fharp-'fighted' Arian Reviewers feleSed, as the weakfift, 
out of fo large a work ? But if, notwithftanding, even diefe 
few, thus mutilated, and mangled, at the difcretion of ene- 
mies, do not appear very weak ; it may be prefum'd, that 
the work, at large, deferves Tome notice. 
» Upon a review of the whole, I am of opinion, that it 
' muft reflect no.fmall honour upon the author, to be attack'd 
by fuch adverfaries, and in fuch a manner ; and that this 
attempt, to run down his Difcourfes^ may, very probably, 
anfwer other ends than the authors had in view. For no 
inan, that reads the Review^ can avoid perceiving, that the 
force of the author's arguments and proofs have been fen- 
fibly felt by his criticks : For, otherwife, they wou'd have 
fhewn no refentment: And the manner of exprefSng it 
feems alfo, tacitly, to acknowledge, that they can't be con- 
. veniently anfwer'd any other way, than by low and bad lan- 
guage. So that there is good room to hope that thefe gen- 
tlemen, if their performance, is at all attended to by the 
publick, may rail it into fome attention to the authors. 

It is true that the RevieWy however trifling it be, may^ 
poffibly, do this prejudice to the Difcourfes^ but no other; 
viz, that fome of thofe who read it may imagine, it is no 
•more than a (ham attack > and that it was wrote by the 
.author of the Difcourfes himfelf, or by fome of his friends, 
for the reafons laft mention'd ; and that the invectives, with 
which it is fluffed, were artfully thrown in to conceal the 
author. And this I was ready to conclude myfelf, upon 
my firft reading of it j till I confider'd, that it was too fuH 
of abuA;, and animated with too much fpleen, ever to have 
come from the author, or any of his friends, for any pur-^ 
pofe whatever. 

♦ If the Reviewers do reprefent the fubftance, the merits, 
and demerits, of. all other books, with the fame partiality 
as they have done thofe of the Difcourfes in queftion j their 
readers are like to have very competent ideas^ truly, of the 
ftate of literature, throughout the learned world j and thofe 
who rely upon their judgment of books, will have a very 
good chance of laying out their money, and their time, to 
good advantage : But as for thofe readers who depend on 
abridgments, efpecially of controverted books, and al- 
manacks of religious principles ^ they are too wrong-headed 
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aktt^y to nee^ the a^fta^ice of our Reviewers. The na- 
tion in general ijufill 6\ye great obligations to them : For 
.Wt(}p ^ofekners, the nioft jealous of their reputation for 
fi^ioius fui3 ie|urninjgy grant that no country whatever 
abcoi^^s inpr^ with men eminent for their fupeiior know- 
fe^, in all branches of learning; which is evidenced, by 
• the yaft nuxi\ber of excellent books almoft every day pub- 
liiQi'a here I thefe> pur own criticks and judges, publifh 
y^ofifs to M^d^cfiye them. Such are the honeft and worthy 
views of our Arian Reviewers, 

f erhaps t)ve Reviewer^ may take it in their heads to retort 
unpn mC) th^t I have been partial in my remarks on their 
R^ew ; and will fay, tHat 1 have taken notice of none 
9l;^er but uieir weajc arguments. If they do, I muft e'en 
fiotjfefs fhp trutb) anci acknowledge, that I have not ob- 
IfiagA tp a|iy thing that carry'd the leaft appearance of ar- 
gu^^^t in it, throughout their whole performance ; and 
ret I ^m convinced, tnat however partial the Review may 
>e» in ail other refpeds^ it will fully juftify my condu6t in 
^s matter. 

Before I cpnclude, I muft make an apology to my read- 
txh PPt only for the trifling fuhjeSi of this paper, but alfo 
^r the poarfe language with which it is but too much larded, 
Cp^'fi itjiaye jufily been avoided. My good intention, I 
hofPf yiU anfwer .for the former; which was really no 
9ther dian to yin^jicate a work, that has been moft bafely 
T^ff.c%ptcd by our literary judges ; and to endeavour to in- 
dype* the p^blick, and, the true friends of Chriftianity, who, 
ij^rhf^ps, might not have known whether it deferv'd a read- 
u{g, or nqt, bi;t tjirough the corrupt channel of the Review y 
tp give, at leaft, as much attention to it, as its declared 
enpifiie^, t)ie Arians, have done ; and as to the latter, the 
Reviewers themfelves are to be accountable for it. But I 
fear that I ihall not fo eafily fatisfy fuch of my readers as are* 
criticks, for the incorrednefs of my ftile, and many other 
faults which I have been guilty of, in open violation of the 
laws of criticifm ; But if an ingenuous confeffion will make 
any fort of atonement, I am ready to doit; and, to (hew 
my willingnefs to convict myfelf, I Will point out to them 
even One of my moft glaring faults ^ left they fhou'd not 
only coniider it as an impropriety of fpeech ; but, alfo, as 
a refleftion on themfelves : And this is in the ufe I have 
ffiade of thQ word criticks; which, although I have intro- 
duced above a fcore of times, in this little piece, yet I muft 
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confefs, nay, afTurethofe who are truly criticks, thatlne* 
ver once apply'd it properly : And own that I am to blame, 
for giving that appellation to thofe who pretended to claim 
fo honourable a title, merely on account of a prefumptiony 
which fpends itfelf in low ridicule, ill-natur'd and unge- 
nerous reflexions. And this free and honefl confeffion, I 
flatter myfelf, will incline fuch gentlemen to fpare me^ in 
other refpefts, where I ihall be found lefs guilty. 

Having, as I hope, made my peace with the criticks, 
my mind is now at eafe: And as it wou^dtend little to the 
edification^ and Jiill lefs to the entertainment^ of my readers^ 
to detain them any longer on the fubjedl of the Review ; 
/ Jhall take my leave of it ; having faid enough y I apprehend^ 
to give my readers a competent idea of its merit and view ; by 
giving this publick notice to its authors : That, if they will 
be To obliging as to point out, to the publick, any one par- 
ticular place, in their Review^ wherein they have confuted, 
or anfwer'd, the author of the Difcourfes 5 or even attenipted 
doing either, otherwife than by abuuve language, and ma- 
licious cenfures ; which have not even the advantage of 
beingiz^u;) but have been common, at all times, to the 
loweft part of the creation ; I will then become a cham- 
pion for their opinions, let them be what they will ; and 
will not fuffer them to be contradided by the Holy Scrip- 
tures, or by any perfon whatever, without bravely refenting 
it, fo long as I can either beg or borrow Billing/gate from 
them, or any others that can afford to fpare it ; and will 
endeavour to make a jeft of the fundamentals of Chriftia- 
riity, as well as they. Nay, perhaps, to oblige them, I 
may do more; and proceed, from thence, to cenlure and ri- 
dicule Religion in general ; then throw up my hat, and cry. 
Hey, for lord Bolingbroke^ &c. &c. and down with Reli- 
gion. Huzza, boys ! 
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